
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Astronomical Society of the Pacific. ' 53 

loud and dreadful noise arose from the east * * In the midst of 
the noise a light fell on the earth from the sky * * The chiel 
officer of the village rode immediately to the spot ' and saw the 
place with his own eyes.' The land for about ten or twelve 
yards in length and breadth was so burned that not a blade of 
grass was found there. The ground was yet warm. He ordered 
it to be dug and the deeper it was dug the warmer the ground 
was found to be. At last a piece of iron appeared which was as 
hot as if it had just been taken out of a furnace." It was sealed 
in a bag and sent to the Emperor and was found to weigh 160 
tolas, which, I believe, is about 66 pounds. Two swords, a knife 
and a dagger were made from it, by mixing three parts of the 
meteoric iron with one part of common iron ; and the blades 
were excellent — ' ' equal to the best tempered swords. " E. S. H. 

Ancient Comets. 

The following references have some value to a compiler of a 
Catalogue of Ancient Comets : — 

"In 330 A. H. (941-2 A. D.) a comet made its appearance, 
the tail of which reached from the eastern to the western horizon. 
It remained in the heavens eighteen days * * *" Elliot's 
History of India, Vol. II, page 505. [This is probably either 
No. 309 or 310 of Chambers' Catalogue (II) of Comets; Wil- 
liams' Chinese Comets, Nos. 54, 64.] 

Thirteenth year of the reign of the Mogul Emperor Jahan- 
GIR : " Saturday, 17th Zi-l ka ' da. Several nights before this, 
a little before dawn, a luminous vapor, in the form of a column, 
had made its appearance, and every succeeding night it arose 
half an hour earlier than on the preceding night. When it had 
attained its full development, it looked like a spear (or like a 
porcupine), with the two ends thin, but thick about the middle. 
It was a little curved, like a reaping-sickle, with its back towards 
the south and its edge towards the north. On the date above men- 
tioned it rose three hours before sunrise. The astronomers meas- 
ured its size with their astrolabes and, on an average of different 
observations, it was found to extend 24 degrees. Its course was 
in the empyrean heaven, but it had a proper motion of its own, 
independent of that firmament, as it was retrograde — first appear- 
ing in the sign of the Scorpion, then in that of the Scales. 
Astrologers have written that it portends evil to the chiefs of 
Arabia. Allah only knows if this be true ! 
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"Sixteen nights after its first appearance, a comet appeared in 
the same quarter, having a shining nucleus, with a tail in appear- 
ance about two or three yards long, but in the tail there was no 
light or splendor." [Elliot's History of India, Vol. VI, pages 
363 and 406. This is probably Comet 1618, II. See also Mal- 
colm's Persia, Vol. I, page 359, foot-note. Chambers' Cata- 
logue (IF) No. 500 q. v.~] 

A. H. 237 = A. D. 857. ' ' A great fiery meteor appeared in 
Askalan, which was for a long time suspended between heaven 
and earth." [Chambers' Catalogue (II) No. 276.] 

A. H. 328 = a. D. 941. "Stars fell from the sky which 
appeared like birds of fire and which greatly terrified the people. ' ' 

A. H. 442 = A. D. 1050. "A comet appeared." [See 
Chambers' Catalogue (II) No. 343.] 

A. H. 836 = A. D. 1433. "A comet appeared." [See 
Chambers' Catalogue (II) No. 447.] 

[The last four extracts are also from Sir Henry Elliot's 
History of India, Vol. VIII, pages 31-36.] 

A. H. 396 = A. D. 1015-16. "A comet made its appearance 
for fifteen nights successively and was as large as the Moon." 
[Chambers' Catalogue (II) NO. 330; ibid., Vol. IV, page 171, 
note.] E. S. H. 

Appointments in the Lick Observatory. 

Mr. R. H. Tucker, now of the National Observatory of the 
Argentine Republic, formerly of the Dudley Observatory, has 
been appointed Astronomer in the Lick Observatory from July 1 ; 
and Mr. C. D. PerriNE has been appointed Secretary of the 
Observatory from March 1, 1893. E. S. H. 

Discussion of Professor Barnard's Observations of 
the Fifth Satellite^ of Jupiter. 

Professor Barnard has printed all his observations of the 
fifth satellite of Jupiter in the Astronomical Journal. Professor 
H. S. Pritchett of Washington University, St. Louis, has 
undertaken the discussion of these observations and the deter- 
mination of the orbit, so far as this year's work is sufficient. 

E. S. H. 



